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EU SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS PARTNERSHIP: UNA 
OPORTUNIDAD PARA LA FINANCIACIÓN DE I+D EN EL 
SECTOR AGROALIMENTARIO



• Organisation of the European food and drink 
manufacturing industry

• Founded in 1982

• Based in Brussels, Belgium

• Reference point for EU and international 
institutions

• Secretariat: 21 FTE

FoodDrinkEurope



FoodDrinkEurope
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Our projects & activities linked to FOODPathS
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FOODPathS
Co-creating the prototype 'Sustainable FOOD Systems (SFS) PArTnersHip'



Funding opportunities mapping
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Approach to European Partnerships

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/ec_rtd_he-presentation_062019_en.pdf


Funding opportunities mapping
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Partnerships report

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/a6cbe152-d19e-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1
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Funding opportunities mapping
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Partnerships report

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/a6cbe152-d19e-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1


Funding opportunities mapping
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Partnerships report

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/a6cbe152-d19e-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1


SFS Partnership and FoodPathS

SRIA Drafting

SRIA 
Consolidation

SRIA Validation

SFS 
Partnership
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SFS Partnership

CSA FoodPaths

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 2023 2024

Grant 
Agreement

Kick-off 29-30 June

Activities

HE Call

SFS 
Partnership



• To collectively develop and 

implement an EU-wide mission-

oriented R&I partnership 

• To accelerate the transition 

toward safe and healthy diets, 

that are sustainably produced in 

resilient EU and global food 

systems’

This has been the starting point 
for the HE Governance call for 
our granted CSA

What is the Partnership SFS about?



• European Project no. 101059497 

• Call topic: ‘HORIZON-CL6-2021-GOVERNANCE-
01-03 ‘Preparatory action for the HE Food Systems 
Partnership’.  

• Duration: 3.5 year 

• kick-off: 1/6/2022; 

• foreseen: 1.5 years overlap with future partnership 

• 17 partners representing 19 networks 
(local, regional, national, European, global, public-private, 
philanthropic, research, education, innovation, communication, 
management)  

• Budget: 4.9 M€

• The project aim: ‘FOODPathS’ will design the 
‘Prototype SFS Partnership’.     

• The Prototype will serve as the first version of HOW 
the future Partnership will function from 2024 
onwards. This includes its co-funding strategies, 
governance model, Modus Operandi, sustainability 
charter, strategic research and innovation agenda 
(SRIA), and vitrine with co-creation cases. It will also 
list potential trade-offs and will propose ways of 
communicating with other HorizonEurope Partnerships.

CSA Project 'Co-creating the Prototype 
Sustainable FOOD Systems PArTnersHip' 
(FOODPathS)



The Partners and their networks



vv

The Work Packages (more detailed) 
in FOODPathS: 

WP1: Consortium 
coordination 

& project 
management

WP8: building a 
partnership through 

communication, 
dissemination & 
exploitation of 

FOODPathS results

Building a food system 

co-funding network and 

aligning funding strategies

Exploring collaboration 

between diverse actors in a 

network of Food Systems Labs

Establishing an EU branded 

network of universities-driven 

local food ecosystems
Aligning SRIA, science

to Policy processes & 

Education (RIPE)

Green-dealing EU-

widely, globally and 

locally to analyse co-

benefits and trade-offs

WP3: co-
funding

WP4: 
Food 

Systems 
Lab

WP5: EU 
branded 
university 
network

WP6: RIPE 
agenda

WP7: Co-
benefits & 
trade-offs

WP2: co-creating 
prototype partnership, 
its system approach, 
modus operandi & 
governance model



Timeline

Mapping, 
collecting, 
learning

Phase 1: 
M1-M6

Co-creating 
prototype 
components

Phase 2: 
M7-M18

Designing first 
prototype 
partnership

Phase 3: 
M19-M24

Accompanying 
& guiding the 
partnership 
(all WPs)

Phase 4: 
M25-M42

Figure 2: Four project phases with key results



Vertical Horizontal

WP6: the current SRIA Focus areas 
as starting point (all from a food systems lens) 

TF3 – Change the way we connect (act) 

citizens and food production

TF4 – Change the way we govern the food 

systems

TF2 – Change the way we process and 

supply

TF1 – Change the way (what) we eat

TF7 – FS knowledge hub of FS Labs

TF8 – Knowledge sharing and scaling

TF6 – FS observatory, data, methods

TF5 – Co-funding and Programming

https://scar-europe.org/images/FOOD/Main_actions/Food-Systems-

Partnership_Narrative-06-2021.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-safe-and-sustainable-food-

system-people-planet-climate_en

https://scar-europe.org/images/FOOD/Main_actions/Food-Systems-Partnership_Narrative-06-2021.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-safe-and-sustainable-food-system-people-planet-climate_en


WP6 – and alignment of R&I 
with science-policy & education
Thanks to the network of exemplary universities & their SFS charter

EU-wide research 
programme on 
complex food 

systems

Innovation actions 
in network of food 

systems labs 
(Hub of hubs, 
with EIT Food)

Science-Policy 
processes for 

system solutions 
& transitions

European training 
programme on 

SFS in local food 
ecosystems

R     &     I      &     P      &     E

Observatory, co-creation concepts, food systems approach



Scope

Sustainable Food

Systems Partnership

Diversity, 

Circularity, 

Adaptability, 

Fair & Just,

Safety, 

One Health, 

etc.

'Biodiversa+'

'Blue environment'

Agriculture of data

Animal health & 

welfare

'ERA4Health'

…

'Agroecology'

'Circular Bio-based 

Europe'

'Water4All'

'Chemical Risk 

Assessment'

EIT Food

…

Mirror 

groups in 

MS



WP4 Public-Private FS Living labs

Objectives: Creation of a collaboration space for private and public actors through Living 
Labs to:

• Review existing structures and identify best practices for co-creation in Food Systems (FS)

• Establish a possible framework for engagement of private parties at EU level

• Co-create national and regional Food System Living Labs (FS-LL) mixing public and private 
actors

• Develop a ‘hub of Food System Labs’ concept 



¡MUCHAS GRACIAS!




